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WSDOT's State Safety
Oversight Program helps
ensure that rail transit
agencies in Washington
implement and comply with
their safety programs.

As part of this effort, the
State Safety Oversight
Program oversees rail transit
agencies’ efforts to track,
mitigate, and eliminate
hazards in their systems.

The State Safety Oversight
Program publishes

this report annually to
document the safety of

rail transit agencies in the
state. This report also fulfills
reporting requirements in
RCW 81.104.115 and 49
CFR Part 6741

1 WSDOT submits an online report directly
to the FTA by March 15 annually. The Rail
Fixed Guideway Public Transportation System
Safety Report consolidates information in the
online report into a narrative report to meet
the state’s reporting requirement.

2 The FTA uses different definitions for
“accidents” and “incidents” (49 CFR Part
674.7). WSDOT style uses the terms
“collision” or “crash” in place of “accident”
and is silent on the terms “incident” and
“events”

In developing this report, WSDOT staff
determined these sometimes-conflicting
and nested definitions may cause confusion
for readers. Additionally, the FTA will soon
update its regulations with the all-inclusive
term “safety events.” As such, for the
purposes of this report, WSDOT uses the
term “safety event” for a fatality, injury,
collision, runaway train, evacuation for life
safety reasons, derailment, and suspicious
package involving a rail transit vehicle.

INTRODUCTION

In 1996, the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) authorized rail state
safety oversight programs in 49 U.S.C. Section 5330. Washington
established the State Safety Oversight Program in 1997 when then
Governor Gary Locke designated WSDOT as the state safety oversight
agency.

In 2012, as part of Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act,
Congress set higher expectations and responsibilities for safety oversight
and performance for transit agencies, states, and the FTA in 49 U.S.C.
Section 5329.

In 2016, the FTA published 49 CFR Part 674, a final rule based on Section
5329. The rule strengthened state safety oversight agencies’ authority to
investigate safety events? and oversee rail properties’ implementation of
system safety program plans and public transportation agency safety plans.

In 2018, the FTA certified the State Safety Oversight Program as
compliant with 49 CFR Part 674 with a letter to Governor Jay Inslee.

To communicate its safety oversight responsibilities for rail transit
agencies, the State Safety Oversight Program publishes the Washington
State Rail Safety Oversight Program Standard. The program standard
establishes safety requirements for operators of rail fixed guideway
public transportation systems.

The State Safety Oversight Program uses reviews, inspections, and
investigations of the systems to ensure compliance with the program
standard, as well as state and federal laws and rules.

The State Safety Oversight Program has safety oversight over the
following rail transit agencies and their rail fixed guideway public

transportation systems:
¢ Sound Transit (agency) e City of Seattle (agency)
° Link Light Rail (system)

° Tacoma Link (system)

© Seattle Streetcar (system)
° Seattle Center Monorail (system)

The FTA defines rail fixed guideway public transportation systems as any
fixed guideway system that:

e Usesrail.

e Operates for public transportation.

e |s within the jurisdiction of a state.

e |s not under the jurisdiction of the Federal Railroad Administration.

Rail fixed guideway public transportation systems include rapid rail, heavy
rail, light rail, monorail, trolley, inclined plane, funicular, and automated
guideway. The systems exclude Amtrak passenger rail and ferry service.
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http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=81.104.115
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https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-B/chapter-VI/part-674/subpart-A/section-674.7
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RAIL FIXED GUIDEWAY PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION
SYSTEMS IN WASHINGTON

SOUND TRANSIT
Link Light Rail

System description

Sound Transit owns Link Light Rail and contracts with
King County Metro for operations and maintenance
of Link Light Rail. As the owner of the system, Sound
Transit has safety, fiscal, and performance oversight of
the contract.

In July 2009, Sound Transit opened the initial
13.9-mile-long segment of Link Light Rail. The
segment includes sections of aerial, tunnel, and at-
grade track. The segment also utilizes the Downtown
Seattle Transit Tunnel.

In December 2009, Sound Transit opened an aerial
1.7-mile-long extension between Tukwila International
Boulevard and Seattle-Tacoma International Airport,
known as the Airport Link.

In March 2016, Sound Transit opened a 3.5-mile-long
northern extension known as the University Link.
The extension includes a twin-bored tunnel track and
two new underground stations at Capitol Hill and the
University of Washington.

In September 2016, Sound Transit opened an aerial
1.6-mile-long extension from the SeaTac Airport
Station at the southern terminus of the Airport Link.
Known as the South 200th Street Extension, it also
includes the Angle Lake station.

Link Light Rail trains are 95 feet long and weigh
approximately 105,000 pounds. The vehicles are
double articulated with a three-truck (six-axle)
configuration and can run up to four cars. An
overhead contact wire energized at 1,500 volts of
direct current powers the trains. Alternating-current
motors propel the trains. Each train’s capacity limit is
200 passengers, with seating for 74 passengers.

The COVID-19 pandemic put global pressure on the
concrete, manufacturing, materials, and labor services
required to build such an expansive system. In late

PAGE 2



2023 RAIL FIXED GUIDEWAY PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM SAFETY REPORT

2022, Sound Transit CEO, Julie Timm, announced a
project restructuring that would ensure all projects in
the planning and construction phases would prioritize
safety and quality to meet the expectations of its
ridership.

In 2023, Sound Transit opened the Hilltop Extension,
which serves six new stations, adds 2.4 miles to

the existing Tacoma Link extension, and five new
streetcars. Sound Transit is also planning future
extensions of Link Light Rail, including:

e Lynnwood Link: Northgate to Lynnwood
Sound Transit plans to open service from
Northgate Station to Lynnwood starting in 2024.
The extension will add four stations and over eight
miles to the system.

e East Link: East to Redmond
Sound Transit plans to open part of East Link in
2024. After that, Sound Transit will open the full
alignment by 2025. The extension will add more
than 12 stations, 150 new rail vehicles, and over
17 miles to the system.

e Federal Way: Angle Lake to Federal Way
Sound Transit is constructing three new stations
and adding over seven miles of track to start
revenue service from Angle Lake into Federal Way
by 2026. Up to 34,000 daily riders are expected
by 2026.

e Future light rail extension plans
In 2035, Link Light Rail will connect with Tacoma
Link and continue to Tacoma Community College
by 2039. The extension will add more than four
stations and over 10 miles to the system. Sound
Transit is currently planning service extensions
from West Seattle to Ballard, Lynnwood to
Everett, and Kirkland to Issaquah.

Sound Transit expects Link Light Rail to expand to
more than 62 miles of track by 2025. The annual
capital budget for the system is $2.5 billion.

e Safety events in 2023: 21

e Open corrective action plans in 2023: 60
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NOTE: Corrective action plans help the State

Safety Oversight Program work transparently
with rail agencies to ensure system safety.

An increase in corrective action doesn'’t always
indicate an increase in safety risk. On the
contrary, these documented actions are often
markers of an increased sense of transparency
with regulators (i.e., FTA and the State Safety
Oversight Program) and a willingness to address
safety hazards proactively.

Corrective actions also demonstrate a rail
agency’s commitment to accountability. The
State Safety Oversight program encourages rail
agencies to use the corrective action process as
a fundamental part of their safety management
system.
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Tacoma Link

System description

Sound Transit owns, operates, and maintains Tacoma
Link.

Tacoma Link began service in August 2003. The
system runs for 1.6 miles through downtown Tacoma
(Tacoma Dome Station to the Theater District/South
9th Street Station), making six stops along the route.
Sound Transit added the Theater District Station in
2011. Each station has low-level boarding platforms,
shelter canopies, pedestrian and street lighting,
benches, and an information aide. In addition, service
was extended on Hilltop in 2023, adding 2.4 miles and
six new stations. Sound Transit plans to add another
six-mile extension from Hilltop to Tacoma Community
College by 2039.

Tacoma Link light-rail trains run every 12-24 minutes
depending on the time of day. Rides on the system
are free thanks to funding from the Tacoma Business
Improvement Area.

Tacoma Link uses three Skoda 10T electric-powered
light-rail vehicles and five new Brookville streetcars,

put in use when the Hilltop extension opened in 2023.

The vehicles travel at street level while an overhead
catenary wire energized at 750 volts of direct current
supplies power. Each vehicle operates as a single

car. Cabs at either end allow operators to alternate
the direction of travel without turning the cars
around. The vehicles have a maximum capacity of 56
passengers.

Tacoma Link’s operation and maintenance facility is
located just east of the Tacoma Dome Station at the
southern terminus of the line. The facility provides
ongoing daily maintenance, running repair, and regular
inspections. The operation and maintenance facility
also houses the administrative offices for Tacoma Link
operations and an operator check-in and dispatch area.

e Safety eventsin 2023: 1

e Open corrective action plans in 2023: 11
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e The South Lake Union Streetcar
A 1.3-mile-long, seven-stop line connecting the
South Lake Union neighborhood to downtown
Seattle. The line opened to the public in 2007.

CITY OF SEATTLE PN

Seattle Streetcar N

System description

The Seattle Streetcar is equipped and owned by the Mgreer St_|

City of Seattle and is operated and maintained by :f 1

King County Metro under an interlocal agreement %

established in 2007. §

The Seattle Streetcar consists of two lines: I z I
.U%

Denny Way.

e The First Hill Streetcar
A 2.5-mile-long, 10-stop line connecting Pioneer
Square and Capitol Hill via Chinatown, Little
Saigon, Yesler Terrace, and First Hill. The line
opened to the public in January 2016.

SAY axR1SIN\

Both routes offer frequent service, with streetcars
arriving every 10-15 minutes except late at night.

The system has 21 operators and normally recruits
new operators from the King County Metro bus %

service. South Lake Union Streetcar

The South Lake Union Streetcar fleet consists of Potential Extersion

. . A DARILIREEC Link light rail
three modern streetcars supplied by Inekon. The air- Dy Vit (future)
conditioned, ADA-accessible streetcars carry up to N
140 passengers. Pine st

The First Hill Streetcar fleet consists of six, 66-foot- 't N

Union St o

long modern streetcar vehicles. The cars draw traction g@%"“

Sound Transit

Cal Andersen Park

\39)0%

power from an overhead contact system providing
750 volts of direct current and operate with power G

==

Streetcar
Route and Stops

Seattle

7
® University

from an onboard energy-storage system. Each car
seats 30 passengers and accommodates another

FIRST HILL

Y

. . \%‘(\e" E
40 st.andlng p.assengers. Two wheelchair passenger 3Cntown :
locations are in the standing area. Seattle ¥

YESLER
. Yesler Way TERRACE
e Safety eventsin 2023: 1 WIS
SQUARE |3 CENTRAL

e Open corrective action plans in 2023: 4 o " o Soaden, B

King St
) Maintenance

CHINATOWN|ID Facility Access

CenturyLink S Dearborn St

Field

First Hill Streetcar
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Seattle Center Monorail

System description

The City of Seattle owns the Seattle Center

Monorail. Seattle Monorail Services has operated and
maintained the monorail under contract since 1994.
Seattle Monorail Services is a private corporation
owned by RailSafe Inc. and is responsible for all
aspects of its obligations under the concession
agreement between Seattle Monorail Services and the
City of Seattle.

The Monorail was built for the 1962 Seattle World’s
Fair to link the fairgrounds with downtown Seattle.
When the Monorail opened in 1962, it extended
beyond Westlake Center and was slightly longer than
1 mile. Today, the system is less than 1 mile.

More than 60 pre-stressed, 70-foot-tall concrete piers
support the track the Monorail rides on. The elevated
tracks allow for minimal interference with vehicle
traffic. The system is composed of two trains (Blue
and Red). Each train runs on a dedicated beam. The
Alweg Rapid Transit Company built the trains in West
Germany in 1961. The trains operate on 700 volts of
direct current supplied by contact rails on each beam.

The Monorail has become an important fixture in
Seattle for residents and tourists. The system serves
as a link to the light-rail station at Westlake Center,
tourist destinations, Seattle Kraken games, and other
events at the Seattle Center and Climate Pledge
Arena.

The Monorail trains typically run in one direction at
a time. The one-way trip departs every 10 minutes
with a travel time of about two minutes. The

trains operate at a top speed of 50 miles per hour,

making the Monorail the fastest full-sized monorail
system in the United States. Each train can carry

up to 200 passengers per trip. The current hours of
operation are Monday-Friday, 7:30 a.m.-11 p.m., and
Saturday-Sunday, 8:30 a.m.-11 p.m. The trains carry
approximately 5,000-8,000 passengers per day or
about 2-3 million passengers per year.

e Safety eventsin 2023: 1

e Open corrective action plans in 2023: 9
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2023 STATE SAFETY OVERSIGHT PROGRAM UPDATES

Safety certification activities

In 2023, the State Safety Oversight Program
continued to coordinate with Sound Transit and the
FTA's project-management-oversight consultants
during the project design and delivery phases. The
State Safety Oversight Program:

e Participated in safety and security committee
meetings with Sound Transit, emergency service
jurisdictions, and FTA project-management-
oversight consultants.

e Observed drills and exercises to confirm all
stakeholders understood their respective roles
within the project.

e  Worked concurrently with Sound Transit’s safety
team to help meet state and federal requirements
prior to entering revenue service.

The State Safety Oversight Program also observed
and documented project hazard assessments,
workarounds, and final project safety conformance
records for all projects in construction.

By the end of 2023, the State Safety Oversight
Program audited safety conformance records for
101 new Siemens light-rail vehicles. The State Safety
Oversight Program continues to audit these safety
conformance records as Sound Transit receives the
remainder of vehicles into 2025.

In 2024, the State Safety Oversight Program will
continue safety certification activities as the East
Link Starter Line and Lynnwood Link extensions
open for revenue service in March and August 2024,
respectively.

Staff training activities

In 2023, State Safety Oversight staff continued
required and voluntary training through FTA's Transit
Safety Institute trainings. Trainings are designed

to give State Safety Oversight Program staff the
knowledge and tools to effectively administer safety
oversight duties within the Safety Management
Systems framework for rail transit in Washington

state. Coursework completed in included transit
system safety and security, Safety Management
Systems principles, the annual FTA/rail transit agency
workshop, and Link right of-way and Link operator
training.

Program investment and looking ahead

In 2023, the program devoted 9,263 employee hours
to carry out its responsibilities. WSDOT employees
involved in administering the program included:

e State Safety Oversight Program manager

e  WSDOT Public Transportation Division director
e Four transit safety oversight specialists

e FTA compliance officer

e  WSDOT Public Transportation Division Capital
Program manager

e Administrative assistant

The State Safety Oversight Program drafted a risk-
based inspection program manual that they will submit
to FTA in 2024. These inspection programs prioritize
inspections that address the highest levels of safety
risk. This requirement originated from the Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law.

The Special Directive includes the following two tasks,
both due in October 2024.

e The FTA must approve the State Safety Oversight
Program’s newly developed risk-based inspection
program.

e The State Safety Oversight Program must
implement its risk-based inspection program for six
months and submit the results to the FTA.

State Safety Oversight Program program staff are
excited to work with their rail transit agency partners
to develop and implement this new risk-based
inspection program.
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SAFETY EVENTS AND CORRECTIVE ACTION PLANS

Rail transit agencies report incidents to WSDOT’s
State Safety Oversight Program. A safety event is any
one of the following involving a rail transit vehicle:

e Injury

e Collision

e Runaway train
e Evacuation

e Derailment

e Suspicious package

When a safety event occurs, the rail transit agency
investigates on the State Safety Oversight Program’s
behalf using approved investigation procedures.

The State Safety Oversight Program may also
choose to conduct its own investigation in addition
or complementary to the rail transit agency’s
investigation.

The State Safety Oversight Program’s role in every
investigation is to:

e Ensure that investigators collect and analyze all
available evidence.

e Ensure the program has access to all evidence.

e Ensure that investigators examine probable root
causes and causal factors of the accident or
incident.

Once the investigation is complete, the State Safety
Oversight Program must adopt a final investigation
report.

For any incident, the State Safety Oversight Program
ensures that rail transit agencies eliminate or
adequately mitigate the hazards and deficiencies that
caused it. In some cases, elimination and mitigation
require the development of a corrective action plan.

If a corrective action plan is required, the State Safety
Oversight Program and the relevant rail transit agency
track the plan until it is completed.
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Safety events

Sound Transit City of Seattle

Link Light Rail Tacoma Link Seattle Streetcar Seattle Center Monorail

2018(2019/2020|2021|2022{2023|2018|2019|2020{2021|2022|2023|2018|2019(2020/2021|2022|2023|2018|2019|2020|2021|2022|2023|2018|2019|2020(2021 /2022|2023

10 |17 | 7 18 (11 |21 |1 3 |0 |O 1 1 6 6 |0 1 1 1 60 |0 |[O |0 |O 1 17 | 26 | 7 19 |13 | 24

Safety events roll-up*

Sound Transit City of Seattle

Link Light Rail Tacoma Link Seattle Streetcar Seattle Center Monorail

2018|2019 (2020(2021|2022(2023 (2018|2019 (2020(2021(2022(2023(2018|2019(2020|2021|2022|2023|2018|2019|2020|2021|2022|2023|2018|2019 (2020|2021 (2022 (2023
Fatality 0 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 2 1 1
Injury 3 2 2 4 3 4 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 2 2 4 3 5
Collision 9 |16 | 5 8 8 |12 | 1 2 0 0 0 1 6 6 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1117124 | 5 9 9 | 14
frg?rf“"’ay o/olo|lo|lo/lo|/o|lo|o|OoO|/O|O|O|O|O|O|O|O|O|O|O|O|O|O|O|O|O|O/|O]|O
Evacuation | O 1 2 7 1 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Derailment| O 0 0 1 2 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 2
Suspicious
packaget i ) ) i = i ) ) ) -0 - i ) ) -0 - ) i ) -0 ) i i -3
Property
damage* 1114 | 3 6 5 - 0 2 0 0 0 - 0 0 0 1 1 - 0 0 0 0 0 - 1 16| 3 7 6 -

* A single safety event may meet several thresholds for incident type. As an example, a collision may cause property damage that disrupts operations and results in an injury.
t “Suspicious package” has been added as a safety event type.
*“Property damage” is no longer tracked as a safety event type.

Corrective action planst

Link Light Rail Tacoma Link Seattle Streetcar Seattle Center Monorail

2018(2019/2020|2021|2022{2023|2018|2019|2020{2021|2022|2023|2018|2019(2020/2021|2022(2023|2018|2019|2020|2021(2022|2023|2018|2019|2020(2021 /2022|2023

4 (17|12 |16 |97|60| 2 | 3 | 0| 4|8 |11 |1 |23|3 |18 0| 4|5 |17 10| 8 [11| 9 |12 |60 | 25| 41 |116| 84

T Because some corrective action plans require the mitigation and planning of multiple parties over an extended period, the State Safety Oversight Program may track corrective
action plans over several reporting periods before they are resolved. Additionally, safety event totals may not match annual corrective action plan totals because not all safety events

necessitate a corrective action.
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2023 safety events detail: Sound Transit, Link Light Rail

. . . . The pedestrian was injured and transported
. . . A light-rail vehicle made contact with a . . . .
5:13 p.m. Railroad-grade crossing | Right-of-way: . . to the hospital with serious but not life-
1 .. . Person No Trespasser pedestrian that was walking in between the L .
Jan. 6, 2023 collision grade crossing threatening injuries and a possible fracture to
tracks.
the shoulder or collarbone.
Rail-transit A rail-service worker was parking a light-
vehicle/rail rail vehicle on a storage track. As the work Both light-rail vehicles were moved into the
10:45 p.m. Non-railroad-grade Non-revenue . Operating rule violation/ parked the vehicle, they didn't realize how maintenance shop for inspection and repairs.
2 . .. . passenger train No . . . .
Jan. 21, 2023 crossing collision facility . human factors close the vehicle was to another light-rail The event had no impact on regular revenue
(not in revenue . . .
. vehicle and made contact, cracking the front | service.
service)
coupler hoods.
A Ilghtjrall vehlc.:le collided YVIth a pedgstrlan Emergency responders transported the
. . . at the intersection of Martin Luther King Jr . . .
12:01 a.m. Railroad-grade crossing | Right-of-way: . pedestrian to the hospital. Injuries were
3 .. . Person No Trespasser Way S and Graham Street in Seattle, WA. .
Jan. 22, 2023 collision grade crossing . . . reported as serious, but the person was awake
The pedestrian was pushed against the train
. and verbal.
and over the pedestrian cage.
A passenger aboard a licht-rail vehicle This event was reported to Sound Transit
1:30 p.m. Boarding / . . ° . . by the passenger on April 10, 2023. The
4 Other . N/A N/A Slips and falls was thrown off balance when the vehicle .
March 3, 2023 alighting . passenger stated she received a fracture that
accelerated during departure. . .
required a trip to the emergency room.
. . . . A privatel d vehicle att ted The privatel d vehicl t df
3:10 p.m. Railroad-grade crossing | Right-of-way: Privately . . . privately owned ve I.C ©a <.amp.e ar.1 © privately owng ve. cle was towe . .ror.n
5 .. . . No Action of motorist illegal left turn and collided with right side of | the scene due to disabling damage. No injuries
March 29, 2023 collision grade crossing | owned vehicle . - .
a light-rail vehicle. were reported.
The Joint Transit Anti-Terrorism Team
responded to this event, X-rayed the package,
12:30 p.m. .. In or on Evacuation for life safety | Train and station evacuation due to a and determined that it was a hoax improvised
6 . Suspicious package . N/A N/A . . . . .

April 11, 2023 vehicle reasons suspicious package explosive device. The package was dismantled,
remnants were collected as evidence, and the
vehicle was put back into operation.

The event was reported to Sound Transit
. April 17,2023. Th destri ted
6:30 a.m. . A contractor reported that they slipped and on .prl . © pedestrian reporte .
7 . Other Escalators N/A N/A Slips and falls . injuries to clavicle, left scapula, and neck. This

April 12,2023 fell on an escalator at Northgate Station. N
individual was a contractor on the Northgate
extension project.

R . . .. . Stati ted and sheriff bomb d
11:02 a.m. .. . .evenue . Evacuation for life safety | A suspicious package determined to be a a.|<_)n evacuare an. Sl e
8 . Suspicious package facility: transit N/A N/A . . notified. Item determined not to be a bomb
April 16, 2023 . reasons potential bomb was discovered. .
station and normal operations resumed at 12:30 p.m.
A fire alarm caused an evacuation at the
10:23 p.m. Non-revenue . operations and maintenance facility due The original batteries that malfunctioned were
9 Oth o N/A N/A P t . . . .
May 14, 2023 er facility / / oor maintenance to uninterruptible-power-supply battery replaced with temporary batteries.
backup power supply malfunction.
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2023 safety events detail: detail: Sound Transit, Link Light Rail (continued)

The driver of the privately owned vehicle
was transported to the hospital with non-
A privately owned vehicle attempted an life-threatening injuries. The privately owned
i i i vehicle was towed from the scene.
10 SRk RENECHERE Eessiis | 3 I=OEY FIVEIE No Action of motorist 2|Z§:II :f::]tt;:nAitehga?rzg LLrlit\?airelKI:%vﬁre\c/ivay : T vl i i
May 24, 2023 collision grade crossing | owned vehicle X ; > 1he pri Y O .| The light-rail vehicle sustained damaged to its
vehicle collided with right side of a light-rail | hood and the hood was removed on-scene
vehicle. and the vehicle was taken to the operations
and maintenance facility for post-safety event
testing.
There was substantial damage to the light-
A light-rail vehicle struck a privately owned | rail vehicle’s coupler that exceeded $25,000.
9:56 a.m. Railroad-grade crossing | Right-of-way: Privately . . vehicle that was making an illegal left turn However, the vehicle didn't require a tow.
11 .. . . No Action of motorist . .
July 10, 2023 collision grade crossing | owned vehicle at Martin Luther King Jr Way and Brandon The privately owned vehicle was towed. The
northbound. vehicle’s driver was medically transported for
neck pain injury.
A pedestrian ran across the street against
pedestrian signals in front of vehicle traffic
. . . ar.1d allignerl vehlc.le.'The SRRl e The pedestrian was transported to Harborview
9:18 a.m. Railroad-grade crossing | Right-of-way: . clipped the pedestrian's foot as they ran ) .
12 .. . Person No Imprudent patron actions | . . . . Medical Center for further evaluation and
Aug. 12, 2023 collision grade crossing in front of train, causing the pedestrian to L
. . . . treatment of their injuries.
slip and fall into pedestrian cage, resulting
in a suspected fractured skull and severe
lacerations to head.
The track department re-railed the bucket
A high rail bucket truck derailed 100 yards truck and moved it to a location where it could
13 2:53 a.m. Derailment Right-of-way: N/A Yes Awaiting final report north of S Walden Street on Martin Luther safely be taken off the rails and was removed
Sept. 1, 2023 track way & P King Jr. Way S. No injuries or damages were | to the operations maintenance facility where
reported. it could be inspected. There was no damage to
the rail or the overhead catenary system.
] A patron trl.pped. over the c'“.'rb while |n.I|ne Seattle Fire Department arrived on scene to
14 AL (BT Other REELE N/A N/A Slips and falls @ity TErSG) 6 Es v ST provide care and the woman was transported
Sept. 2, 2023 facility When she fell, she landed and hit her arm on .
.. to the hospital.
the curb, breaking it.
The privately owned vehicle was towed from
safety event scene.
A privately owned vehicle an illegal left turn The Ilght—rall vehicle had damage to its body
. . . . . . . . . . exceeding $20,000 and was taken back to the
8:10 p.m. Railroad-grade crossing | Right-of-way: Privately . . and collided into the right side of a light-rail . . . .
15 .. . . No Action of motorist . . . operations and maintenance facility under its
Sept. 3, 2023 collision grade crossing | owned vehicle vehicle, resulting in disabling damage to the
. . own power.
privately owned vehicle.
Passengers were removed from damaged light-
rail vehicle via controlled evacuation onto in-
service light-rail vehicle. No injuries reported.
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2023 safety events detail: Sound Transit, Link Light Rail (continued)

Rail-transit .
vehicle/rail A coupling was attempted between two
10:12 p.m. Non-railroad-grade Non-revenue . Operating rule violation/ light-rail vehicles (one with the hood down Damaged hood repair cost was approximately
16 . 2. - passenger train No .
Sept. 9, 2023 crossing collision facility . human factors and one with hood up and coupler deployed) | $58,000.
(not in revenue . b
. resulting in hood damage to both vehicles.
service)
Due to a series of communication errors, a
light-rail vehicle derailed at the front axle.
9:30 p.m. . Right-of-way: Operating rule violation/ No injuries were re.port.ed. P.roperty damage The vehicle was rerailed ar\d normal operations
17 Oct. 11. 2023 Derailment track wa N/A Yes human factors to the light-rail vehicle is estimated between | in the yard resumed after inspection of the
T Y $15,000-$20,000. There was no visible switch and rails.
damage to track or switches. There was no
effect to rail operations.
The driver of the privately-owned vehicle
A light-rail vehicle collided with privately- had a complaint of left shoulder pain and was
i Railroad-arad . el e owned vehicle making an illegal left hand transported to a medical facility. Their vehicle
18 S pm. aliroad-grade crossing | Right-ol-way: rivately No Action of motorist turn at the northbound crossing of S. was towed from the scene.
Nov. 18, 2023 collision grade crossing | owned vehicle . . . . .
Brandon Street at Martin Luther Klng Jr. There was minor damage to the ||ght-ra||
Way S. vehicle. There were no injuries on the light-rail
vehicle.
There were no injuries.
A light-rail vehicle struck police vehicle One light-rail vehicle passenger used the
. . . . tha.t was m.aklng a Ie.ft turn in front of the emergency door to self-evacuate to right-of-
19 2:48 p.m. Rallroad—gr:ac.le crossing R|ght—of—w:?y: PrlvateIY No Action of motorist train at an mterstect.lon where left turns are way instead of waiting for the vehicle to move.
Nov. 27, 2023 collision grade crossing | owned vehicle not allowed (which is, however, legal for ) . . .
emergency vehicles when using their lights The Ilght-rall vehicle f:l'rove back. to operations
and siren). and maintenance facility under its own power.
The Police vehicle required towing.
A light-rail vehicle was heading Southbound | There were no injuries.
on Martin Luther King Jr. Way near the . .
. . . . ) . . The privately owned vehicle was towed.
20 6:20 p.m. Railroad-grade crossing | Right-of-way: Privately No Action of motorist cross street of S. Kenyon. A privately owned . ‘ . . .
Dec. 1, 2023 collision grade crossing | owned vehicle vehicle attempted an illegal left turn and The light-rail vehicle received minor damage
collided with the light-rail vehicle as the light- | and was operated back to operations and
rail vehicle crossed the intersection. maintenance facility under its own power.
Law enforcement responded.
Law enforcement and security evacuated
passengers from the platform, mezzanine, and
ifi i ici bus bays.
8:10 a.m. .. In or on Evacuation for life safety A passenger notified securl'Fy of a.susplleous Y
21 Suspicious package . N/A N/A item left under a seat on a light-rail vehicle Law enforcement conducted their
Dec. 19, 2023 vehicle reasons . h Rl A - .
Northgate Station. investigation, recovering the suspicious item
later identified as a battery-operated irrigation
controller used for sprinkler systems.
No injuries or damages reported.
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2023 safety events detail: Sound Transit, Tacoma Link

A privately owned vehicle made a left turn on a red light

. . Privately . ) i s The light-rail vehicle sustained minimal damage.
1 2:48 p.m. Railroad-grade Right-of-way: owned 0 1 No Action of motorist as a light-rail vehicle was crossing outbound north from ] ) .
Oct. 19,2023 | crossing collision | grade crossing | . Tacoma Dome Station. The privately owned vehicle collided | 1€ driver of the privately owned vehicle was

with the front right side of the light-rail vehicle. transported to the hospital with unknown injuries.

2023 safety events detail: City of Seattle, Seattle Streetcar

Light-rail-vehicle operator heard a gun discharged and saw

5:15 p.m. Y Evacuation for life person across the street actively firing gun. The operator
April 1, 2023 Other Right-of-way N/A 0 0 N/A safety reasons immediately stopped the vehicle and contacted dispatch
with report of active shooting.

Operator safely evacuated the vehicle. No injuries.

2023 safety events detail: City of Seattle, Seattle Center Monorail

Seattle Center Monorail's Blue Train was traveling
northbound from Westlake Center to Seattle Center in
revenue service. As the train traveled over the roof of 508

The Seattle Police and Seattle Fire departments
responded to the emergency.

. . Denny Way at approximately 25 mph, the lower front left | The train’s right-of-way area on the roof has
Non-railroad- | Right-of-way: i i hazard signage warning people to stay clear of the
1 9 p.m. grade crossing not a grade Person 1 0 No Trespasser of the train struck a person who had been trespassing on gnag g peop y
July 30, 2023 .. . the roof of the building within the train’s right-of-way. The | Monorail.
collision crossing . . . ) L . .
Monorail operator did not see the person in the train’s Investigation reports were filed with FTA and

right-of-way until just prior to impact. Upon being struck WSDOT.
by the train, the person fell approximately 20 feet to 5th
Avenue and succumbed to their injuries.
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ACRONYMS

Americans with Disabilities Act

Code of Federal Regulations

Federal Transit Administration

WSDOT Office of Equity and Civil Rights
Revised Code of Washington

Washington State Department of Transportation

PAGE 14

ADA
CFR
FTA
OECR
RCW
WSDOT

Photo courtesy of Sound Transit



2023 RAIL FIXED GUIDEWAY PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM SAFETY REPORT

WEBSITES FEATURED

RCW 81.104.115: http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=81.104.115

49 CFR Part 674: http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/granule/CFR-2016-title49-vol7/CFR-2016-
title49-vol7-part674

Washington State Rail
Safety Oversight
Program Standard: https://wsdot.wa.gov/publications/manuals/fulltext/M3138/Rail-Safety-

Oversight-Program-Standard.pdf

49 CFR Part 674.7: https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-B/chapter-Vl/part-674/

Photo courtesy of Sound Transit
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ENGLISH

Title VI Notice to Public

It is the Washington State Department of Transportation’s (WSDOT) policy to assure that no person shall, on the grounds of race,
color, national origin, as provided by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits
of, or be otherwise discriminated against under any of its programs and activities. Any person who believes his/her Title VI protection
has been violated, may file a complaint with WSDOT’s Office of Equity and Civil Rights (OECR). For additional information regarding
Title VI complaint procedures and/or information regarding our non-discrimination obligations, please contact OECR’s Title VI
Coordinator at (360) 705-7090.

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Information

This material can be made available in an alternate format by emailing the Office of Equity and Civil Rights at wsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov
or by calling toll free, 855-362-4ADA(4232). Persons who are deaf or hard of hearing may make a request by calling the Washington
State Relay at 711.

ESPANOL

Notificacion de Titulo VI al Pablico

La politica del Departamento de Transporte del Estado de Washington (Washington State Department of Transportation, WSDOT) es
garantizar que ninguna persona, por motivos de raza, color u origen nacional, segun lo dispuesto en el Titulo VI de la Ley de Derechos
Civiles de 1964, sea excluida de la participacion, se le nieguen los beneficios o se le discrimine de otro modo en cualquiera de sus
programas y actividades. Cualquier persona que considere que se ha violado su proteccion del Titulo VI puede presentar una queja
ante la Oficina de Equidad y Derechos Civiles (Office of Equity and Civil Rights, OECR) del WSDOQOT. Para obtener mas informacion
sobre los procedimientos de queja del Titulo VI o informacion sobre nuestras obligaciones contra la discriminacién, comuniquese con el
coordinador del Titulo VI de la OECR al (360) 705-7090.

Informacion de la Ley sobre Estadounidenses con Discapacidades (ADA, por sus siglas en inglés)

Este material puede estar disponible en un formato alternativo al enviar un correo electrénico a la Oficina de Equidad y Derechos
Civiles a wsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov o llamando a la linea sin cargo 855-362-4ADA(4232). Personas sordas o con discapacidad auditiva
pueden solicitar la misma informacién llamando al Washington State Relay al 711.
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pycckuit - RUSSIAN

Paspen VI O6buwecTBeHHOe 3asaB/ieHne

Monutuka enapTameHTa TpaHcnopTa wWTaTa BawmHrtod (WSDOT) 3akt04aeTcs B TOM, YTO6bI UCK/IIOYUTL to6ble caydan
OUCKPUMUHALMM NO NPU3HAKY Pachl, LIBETA KOXXU UJIM HALLMOHAIbHOTO MPOUCXOXKAEHUS, KaK 3TO NpeagycMoTpeHo Pasgenom

VI 3akoHa o rpakgaHckux npaBax 1964 roaa, a TakXke cay4yan HeJOoNyLWEeHMS y4acTus, IMWLEHNS IbFoT Uan apyrue Gopmbl
OUCKPUMUHALMM B paMKax 11060 U3 CBOMX NporpamMMm 1 MeponpusaTuit. Jlloboe nuo, KoTopoe CYMTAET, YTO ero CPpeACcTBa 3alUThI
B paMKax paszaena VI 66111 HapyLleHbl, MOXeT NoAaTh »Kanoby B Be4oMCcTBO No BonpocaM paBeHCTBa U rpaXkaaHckmx npas WSDOT
(OECR). Ons pononHuTenbHOM MHbOpMaLMKM 0 Npoueaype Noaayn »anobbl Ha HecobatoaeHne TpebosaHuit pasaena VI, a Takxke
nosly4eHns MHGOpPMaLLMKM O HaLMX 0653aTeNbCTBaxX No 6opbbe ¢ ANCKPUMMHALLMEN, MOXKANYNCTA, CBAXKMUTECH C KOOPAMHATOPOM
OECR no pasgeny VI no tenedoHy (360) 705-7090.

3akoH CLLA o 3awuTe npas rpakgaH ¢ orpaHMyeHHbIMMU BO3MOXKHOCTAMM (ADA)

OTy MHGOPMALUIO MOXKHO MONYYUTb B a/ibTEPHATUBHOM PpopMaTe, OTMNPaBMB 3J1EKTPOHHOE NMCbMO B BeoMCTBO No Bonpocam
paBeHCTBA M rpakKAaHCKUX Npae no agpecy wsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov nam no3soHuB no 6ecnnatHomMy TesedpoHy 855-362-
4ADA(4232). Tnyxue n cnabocbilallme /ivua MoryT cAeaTh 3anpoc, NO3BOHMB B CMELMabHY0 ANCNETYEPCKYIO CNYXKOY LWTaTa
BawuHrtoH no Homepy 711.
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tiéng Viét - VIETNAMESE

Thong bao Khoan VI danh cho cong ching

Chinh sach ctia S& Giao Théng Van Tai Tiéu Bang Washington (WSDOT) 13 bao ddm khéng dé cho ai bi loai khéi su tham gia, bj tir
khudc quyén lgi, hodc bi ky thi trong bat c&r chuong trinh hay hoat déng nao vi ly do chang téc, mau da, hodc ngudn géc qudc gia,
theo nhu quy dinh trong Muc VI cia Pao Luat Dan Quyén ndm 1964. Bat c(r ai tin ring quyén bao vé trong Muc VI cta ho bj vi
pham, déu c6 thé nop don khiéu nai cho Van Phong Bao Vé Dan Quyén va Binh Bang (OECR) cia WSDOT. Mudn biét thém chi tiét
lién quan dén tha tuc khi€u nai Muc VI va/hoac chi tiét lién quan dén trach nhiém khéng ky thi cta ching téi, xin lién lac véi Phéi Tri
Vién Muc VI ctia OECR s6 (360) 705-7090.

Théng tin vé Dao luadt Nguoi My tan tat (Americans with Disabilities Act, ADA)

Tai liéu nay c6 thé thuc hién bing mét hinh thirc khac bing cach email cho Van Phong Bao Vé Dan Quyén va Binh Ding wsdotada@
wsdot.wa.gov hodc goi dién thoai mién phi s8, 855-362-4ADA(4232). Ngudi diéc hodc khiém thinh cé thé yéu cau bing cach goi cho
Dich vu Tiép 4m Ti€u bang Washington theo s6 711.
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H3 - CHINESE

CRFEZRD Title VIR S
<FEREMNZEE(WSDOT)BERRE , RIR (1964 FREZR) BARHRE BREARER, B EEMBEHEREWSDOTEMET
ENEDHzA  HAEHBAERSIUEG AN EE R, MEMARAEEAEREEZEERFEEL, AI@WSDOTH A FHMERE# A
F(OECR)EXR K. WERREARKFEANEZEFN/IBERRFFERERNEN , FHBEOECRNEARHHE , EF
(360) 705-7090,

(EEBREAER) (ADAEE

AEAFMREERNERIEXEFHH wsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov IBITRBEFE 855-362-4ADA(4232) , LA H g X EEULE R,

U 0 3 S 2R U 36 B RS A T $£ $T 7118k RWashington N #5234,

Af-soomaaliga - SOMALI

Ciwaanka VI Ogeysiiska Dadweynaha

Waa siyaasada Waaxda Gaadiidka Gobolka Washington (WSDOT) in la xaqiijiyo in aan gofna, ayadoo la cuskanaayo sababo la xariira
isir, midab, ama wadanku kasoo jeedo, sida ku goran Title VI (Qodobka VI) ee Sharciga Xaquugda Madaniga ah ah oo soo baxay
1964, laga saarin ka gaybgalka, loo diidin faa'iidooyinka, ama si kale loogu takoorin barnaamijyadeeda iyo shaqooyinkeeda. Qof kasta
00 aaminsan in difaaciisa Title VI |a jebiyay, ayaa cabasho u gudbin kara Xafiiska Sinaanta iyo Xaquugda Madaniga ah (OECR) ee
WSDOT. Si aad u hesho xog dheeraad ah oo ku saabsan hanaannada cabashada Title VI iyo/ama xogta la xariirta waajibaadkeena ka
caagan takoorka, fadlan la xariir Iskuduwaha Title VI ee OECR oo aad ka wacayso (360) 705-7090.

Macluumaadka Xeerka Naafada Marykanka (ADA)

Agabkaan ayaad ku heli kartaa gaab kale adoo iimeel u diraaya Xafiiska Sinaanta iyo Xaquugda Madaniga ah oo aad ka helayso
wsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov ama adoo wacaaya laynka bilaashka ah, 855-362-4ADA(4232). Dadka naafada magalka ama magqgalku ku
adag yahay waxay ku codsan karaan wicitaanka Adeega Gudbinta Gobolka Washington 711.
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If you have difficulty understanding English, you may, free of charge, request language assistance services by

calling 360-705-7921 or email us at: PubTrans@wsdot.wa.gov

ESPANOL - SPANISH

Servicios de traduccion

Aviso a personas con dominio limitado del idioma inglés: Si usted tiene alguna dificultad en entender el idioma
inglés, puede, sin costo alguno, solicitar asistencia lingliistica con respecto a esta informacién llamando al

360-705-7921, o envie un mensaje de correo electrénico a: PubTrans@wsdot.wa.gov

3o} - KOREAN

HS Aju]A

HPoIZ AFote Zio] EHSHAICHH 360-705-7921 , 22 H3ISHAIALE T3 ojHd =
AztotA R85 o] A AHIAE QA5 o= Q)EUTH PubTrans@wsdot.wa.gov

pycckmin - RUSSIAN

Ycnyru nepesopa
Ecnn BaM TpyaHO MOHMMAaTb aHIIMNCKUI A3bIK, Bbl MOXKETE 3aNpOCUTb 6ecniaTHble S3bIKOBbIe

YCAyrun, No3BoHMB No TenedoHy 360-705-7921 , unmn HanmcaB HaM Ha SNIEKTPOHHYIO MNOYTY:
PubTrans@wsdot.wa.gov

tiéng Viét - VIETNAMESE
cac dich vu dich thuat
Né&u quy vi khéng hiéu tiéng Anh, quy vi cé thé yéu cau dich vu trg gitip ngdn ngit, mién phi,

bang cach goi s6 360-705-7921 , hoac email cho ching téi tai: PubTrans@wsdot.wa.gov

ARABIC - &

ozl Olod &

08 dsalll Baslusll Glaas b oo eliSasd oy julesl dalll 0g8 (3 digso dod &S 13)
PubTrans@wsdot.wa.govV : _is syl w,dl e lalule i 360-705-7921 (3,04 Jlas¥l 3 b

F X - CHINESE

BIERS

RGN, MEHE :360-705-7921 |, RAE B K IEBFHBH : PubTrans@wsdot.wa.gov, HKR IR

R RIES BEHRS.

Af-soomaaliga - SOMALI
Adeegyada Turjumaada

Haddii ay kugu adag tahay inaad fahamtid Ingiriisida, waxaad, bilaash, ku codsan kartaa adeegyada caawimada

luugada adoo wacaaya 360-705-7921 ama iimayl noogu soo dir: PubTrans@wsdot.wa.gov
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MORE INFORMATION

Molly Hughes
PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION SAFETY ADMINISTRATOR

Washington State Department of Transportation
360-742-8458

23-06-0189
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