Appendix C_Template consultation letter for a Documented Categorical Exclusion, Section 106 consultation and APE letter. 


Date
CHAIR

Tribe
Address 1
Address 2

Re:  [Insert name of project] 
Dear Chairperson       :

The Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), is proposing an undertaking to address an identified transportation need in [county name].

[Note: Enclose appropriate project documentation with this letter identifying the facility, e.g., SR 395; defining the termini or corridor boundaries, e.g., Hillsboro Street interchange; if known at this time, provide a description of the undertaking, e.g., new construction of overpass and ramps; include maps or other attachments which visually identify the undertaking.]
FHWA and WSDOT would like to initiate government-to-government consultation with the [insert tribe name] for this project.  Among other things, we would like this consultation to address the cultural and historic resource issues, pursuant to the regulations implementing Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (36 CFR Part 800).  WSDOT has entered into the environmental review phase of this project and will prepare documentation to support the determination of this project as a Categorical Exclusion under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  We are inviting your comments on the Area of Potential Effects (APE) for this project pursuant to 36 CFR 800.4.
Recognizing the government-to-government relationship that the Federal Highway Administration has with the Tribe, FHWA will continue to play a key role in this project as the responsible federal agency.  If this project requires a permit from the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), this consultation will also serve to meet their Section 106 responsibilities.  However, since WSDOT has been delegated the authority from FHWA to initiate consultation and to directly manage the cultural resources studies as part of carrying out this undertaking, you may contact FHWA or USACE at any time for assistance with the process and/or the undertaking.

Your response to this letter, acknowledging your interest in participating in this undertaking as a consulting party, in identifying any historic properties, including Traditional Cultural Properties (TCPs) that may exist within the project’s Area of Potential Effects (APE), and providing any key tribal contacts, is greatly appreciated.  We are also inviting comments regarding any other tribal concerns the proposed project may raise.  Please provide a response by [Note: Project out 30 days beyond expected receipt of letter by Tribe and put this date in here] so that we may discuss this undertaking and any of those identified areas of interest.  Should you have any questions about this project, you may contact [Put the name, phone number, and address of the permit coordinator here].  

Sincerely,

[Regional Environmental Manager or Project Director]

Enclosures 

cc:         [Name], Tribal Cultural Resources, w/attachments


[Name], Tribal Natural Resources, w/ attachments


[Name], Federal Highway Administration, w/ attachments

Beth Coffey, US Army Corps of Engineers, w/ attachments 

Diane Lake, US Army Corps of Engineers, w/o attachments

Sandie Turner, WSDOT Cultural Resources Office, w/ attachments 


Colleen Jollie, WSDOT Tribal Liaison, w/o attachments


